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UK Music’s Securing our Talent Pipeline report of 2018 showed that 
50% of students at independent schools received sustained music 
tuition, while the figure for state schools was only 15%. The report 
also showed an alarming drop in students taking GCSE Music, 
despite overall GCSE entries increasing the same year. The number 
of schools offering Music A Level also declined by 15% over the same 
period. 

ORA Singers Young Composers was set up to tackle 
the decline in music provision in the state sector, 
welcoming those from all areas of the UK, with a 
particular focus on those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 

The Young Composers Programme does this by providing first-class 
training in composition free of charge. Students are enrolled onto one of 

two strands: The flagship Young Composers scheme, and the 
Apprentice scheme.



Young Composers 

Hours of Mentoring

Brand New Pieces
The Young Composers course is offered to 10 applicants 
who show a real interest in composition and who show true potential as 
young composers. Special consideration is made towards those who haven’t received 
forms of private music tuition. The course offers 10 hours of first-class one-to-one 
mentoring with industry-leading composers, free of charge. These Mentors develop 
their skills in composition, target areas of need or interest, and help them write a 
brand new piece for ORA Singers. 

The programme ends with a Showcase 
Concert, where ORA Singers perform each 
Young Composer’s new piece to a live and 
online audience, and a panel of industry 
experts. Each Young Composer receives a 
video recording of their piece to kick-start 
their portfolio, along with detailed feedback 
from the panel. The Showcase Concert acts 
as a platform for the Young Composers to 
have their works performed by an 
award-winning ensemble, exposing their 
talents to the industry and the public. 

Half-way through the scheme, Young Composers are invited 
to a Workshop, where they take part in a seminar on composition and have their 

sketches and ideas sung by ORA Singers, who offer feedback and advice along with a 
guest composer. The Workshop offers an invaluable chance for them to hear their 
ideas worked on by professional singers, helping them hone the skills needed to 

write for a capella voices. 

Mentoring Workshop Showcase


